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BISHOP of ROCHESTER's 
SPEECH, &. 


My LORDS, I hope I {hall not treſ- 
paſs too long: upon your. time, as I mean to 
confine myſelf, as far as the courſe the debate 
has taken will permit, to the narrow limits of 
the queſtion, which is immediately before the 
Houſe, the bill upon the table; a ſubject quite 
diſtinct from the general queſtion of abolition. 
Not, my Lords, that my mind ſhrinks from the 
difficulty and magnitude of that general queſ- 
tion.— The time, I truſt, is at no great diſtance, 
when I ſhall riſe before your Lordſhips to ar- 
raign the injuſtice and impolicy of that nefarious 
traffic. Injuſtice, my Lords, which no conſi- 
derations of policy can extenuate. Impolicy, 
5 oi | equal 
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equal in degree to the injuſtice. And, my Lords, 
I ſhall not be deterred from going openly into 


this diſcuſſion, from the danger ſuppoſed to at- 
tend the meaſure, and the very agitation of the 


queſtion, at this ſeaſon, ariſing from the particular 


complexion of the times. I know well, my 
Lords, that the advocates for the Slave-Trade 
have long endeavoured to repreſent the project 
of abolition, as a branch of jacobiniſm; with 
which, my Lords, it is no more connected, than 


it is with the religion of the Perſees. My Lords, 
we, who contend for the abolition, proceed upon 


no viſionary notions of equality and impreſcriptible 
rights of men. We ſtrenuouſſy uphold the gra- 
dations of civil ſociety. But we do indeed, my 
Lords, affirm, that thoſe gradations both ways, 
both aſcending and deſcending, are limited, 
There is an exorbitance of power, to which 
no good King will aſpire; and there is an ex- 


treme condition of ſubjection, to which man can- 
not, without injuſtice, be degraded. And this, 


we ſay, is the condition of the African carried 


away into flavery. But, my Lords, as to any 


danger attending the meaſure of abolition, at this 
particular feaſon ; I ſhall contend, when that 
queſtion comes before you, that the danger is all 


on de other fide. That the preſent times im- 
Xs - | periouſly 


| C3 
periouſly demand the abolition——That the con- 
tinuance of the Slave-Trade threatens new and 
increaſed dangers to civil ſociety and that 
the continuance of it, rather than the abolition, ; 
is to be dreaded, as a probable means of fetting 
a new edge upon the OY knife of St. Do- 
mingo. 


But, my Lords, this is not to the preſent pur- 
poſe. The queſtion of abolition 'is not before 
you. The preſent bill is only to aboliſh the 
trade upon a certain portion of that coaſt, on the 
whole of which it is at preſent exerciſed, in or- 
der to remove certain obſtacles, which the Slave- 
Trade, carried on upon that part of the coaſt, 
throws in the way of the colony of Sierra Leone. 
My Lords, the part of the coaſt, upon which the 
bill prohibits the trade, is deſcribed to be that, 
which lies weſt of a line drawn due north from 
the ſouthernmoſt part of Cape Palmas. Cape 
Palmas, your Lordſhips know, is a point upon 
the coaſt of Africa, where the grain-coaſt on the 
weſt, and the tooth- coaſt on the eaſt, meet in an 
angle. It lies in the latitude of 52, at leaſt above 
4˙ N. and, as the coaſt is laid down by D'Anville, 
as nearly as may be under the meridian of Gibraltar. 
But according to the new map made by Major 

B 2 Rennell 


[ 
þ 
: 
| 
[ 
| 


3 
4 
5 
| 
| 
i 
2 


DI noe 


upon the parallel of the Iſland of Porto Santo. 


tet 


Rennell from Mr. Park's nel it lies about 2% 


weſt of the meridian of Gibraltar; and of courſe 
. the line drawn due north from this cape, ſtrikes 


into the ocean again a very little to the north of 
Cape Blanco*. This bill therefore, my Lords, goes 
to prohibit the trade completely upon the whole 
of what is called the Windwartl Coaſt. I belieye 
that the extent of the coaſt, which the bill will 
cut off, was fairly enough ſtated by the wit- 
neſſes againſt the bill to be 300 leagues or more, 


and to make about 3 of the whole coaſt, on which 
Britiſh ſhips exerciſe the trade. 


But, my Lords, we are not to conclude that 
this bill, interdicting the trade on 4 of the whole 
extent of coaſt, goes to extinguiſh one-third part 
of the trade—it is no ſuch thing, my Lords. 
The Proportion of the trade, that will be aboliſhed 
by this bill, will be very inconſiderable indeed. 
J believe indeed, nothing. For, my Lords, 
though the prohibited diſtrict is 3 part of the 
whole; the proportion of ſlaves from this part of 
the coaſt is very ſmall indeed, 


Not that Cape Blanco, which is generally conſidered as 
the northernmoſt limit of the Britiſh Slave-Trade; but another, 
much farther to the North, upon the Coaſt of Fez, and nearly 


Mr. 
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Mr. Olderman told your Lordſhips, that before 
the war it was 3 part of the whole; Mr. Branker, 
ſiaid that it was about 2 part. But now, my Lords 
at the preſent, it is ſo reduced, as to be not more 
than . Mr. Branker ſays, the whole number of 
ſlaves now exported in a year from the Coaſt of 
Africa is 56 or 57000, and that of theſe not more 
than 4000 are taken from the Windward Coaſt ; 

afterwards I think he came down to 3000, as the 

number from the Windward Coaſt; and by put- 
ting together all the evidence (I ſhall not argue 
over again in detail, what has been ſo clearly 
ſtated by the noble Secretary of State) but putting 
all the evidence together, there is no reaſon to 
think, that the number now taken from the Wind- 
ward Coaſt in the year is more than 2000. How- 
ever, my Lords, I will take it at 3000, the mean 
between Mr. Branker's greateſt number and my 
leaſt; and then your Lordſhips ſee, the total being 
by Mr. Branker's evidence 56 or 57000, the ſhare 
of the Windward Coaſt will be very nearly 25. 


One twentieth therefore, my Lords, is the ut- 

moſt proportion of the trade, which this bill will 

aboliſh, But, my Lords, I ſay it will not do ſo 
B 3 much 


V 
much as that. It will not aboliſh an atom of the 
general trade. e 8 


The a "IM ſaid, that the reduction of 
the trade upon the Windward Coaſt has been 
owing to the war. I do not believe it. There 
are many facts, in the compariſon of the Slave- 
Trade of this country, with that of other nations, 
which prove, that the war can have had no ſuch 


operation. But, my Lords, from ſome cauſe or 


other, and I care not from what, the trade upon the 
Windward Coaſt has been reduced almoſt to no- 
thing But, my Lords, it appears from the evidence 
(from the evidence againſt the bill, for upon that 


I build my whole argument) that, whilſt the trade 


has been thus ſinking upon the Windward Coaſt, 
it has been growing upon the Leeward. For the 
Whole annual number of 56 or 57,000 very great- 
ly exceeds the total of the annual export, before 
the reduction on the Windward Coaſt. Now, my 
Lords, fince I find in fact, that the reduction 
upon the Windward Coaſt, from whatever cauſe 
it has proceeded, has been accompanied with ſuch 
an increaſe of the trade in the other part, as has 
vaſtly. overbalanced the deficit from that reduc- 


tion; have I not a right to conclude, that any far- 
ther diminution, which may be produced to 


Windward 


144 


Windward * this bill, will be more than over- 
paid by an increaſe upon the unprohibited parts 
and ſo the total of the trade will remain at leaſt 
undiminiſned. My Lords, if this be a juſt con- 
cluſion, and J am ſure it is the juſt and neceſſary 
concluſion from the evidence; if any policy (the 
contrary is my opinion) but if any policy perſuade 
the continuance of the trade, there is nothing in 
this bill contrary to ſuch policy; for this bill 
leaves the trade, in its generality, ſuch as it finds 

It. | 3h 


My Lords, if any humanity calls for the continu- 
ance of the trade, for ſuch an argument has been 
attempted, this bill cramps not the generous ef- 
forts of that humanity. For not a ſlave leſs, 
upon the whole, will be taken in the year from one 

part or another of Africa. 


My Lords, I heard with joy and ſatisfaction 
the ſtatement, made by great authority, of the 
proſperity of the Weſt India Iſlands. I rejoice, 
that the empire poſſeſſes ſuch a fund of wealth in 
that quarter. But, my Lords, if the proſperity of 
the Weſt India Iſlands is at all connected with the 
Slave-Trade, if it depends upon the numbers an- 
_ exported from Africa, it will not be in 
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the ſmalleſt degree endangered by this bill; by 
which the Slave-Trade will not be affected, tbe 


numbers will not be abridged. And ſo the Weſt 


India Planters themſelves ſeem to think, by the 
perfect indifference they have ſhewn about this 
bill. Do your Lordſhips imagine you have had 
the great body of Weſt India Planters at your 
bar, petitioning againſt the bill? No ſuch thing, 
my Lords. We had ſomething like a petition 
from the ſingle Iſland of Jamaica. The gentle- 
man, reſiding here in the character of Agent for 


that Iſland, preſented a petition againſt the bill. 
A learned Counſel appeared for that petition at the 


bar, and he produced witneſſes. And much was 
I aſtoniſhed at the ſort of witneſſes he produced. 


I was quite puzzled with it. Three witneſſes 
were called. The firſt was a gentleman, who 


told your Lordſhips, he had reſided in Jamaica 
twenty years ; he had an eſtate of his own, and 
he managed ſome other eſtates. For his own 
eſtate he had purchaſed, in the twenty years, 200 
flaves in all. And of theſe 200, eleven were pur- 
chaſed as ſlaves from the Windward Coaſt. But 
he was cheated in two of them. For two of the 
eleven turned out not to be from the Windward 
Coaſt. He had, therefore, purchaſed in all, in 
the ſpace of twenty years, nine ſlaves from the 

Windward 


& 3 
Windward Coaſt, and no more. This ſeemed to 
me an extraordinary evidence, to prove the impor- 


tance of the import, from the Windward Coaſt, 0 
the Iſland of Jamaica. 


The ſecond of the three witneſſes had reſided 
ſome time in Jamaica, not as a planter, but as a 
merchant. He had reſided in that part of the 
Iſland, where he had the leaſt opportunity of ac- 
quiring any knowledge of the import. For he 
reſided in the north part of the Iſland. He had 
been concerned in the ſale of three cargoes, and 
no more. And from what part of the coaſts of 
Africa the ſlaves, ſent to Jamaica, might come, or 
what proportion might come from the Windward 
Coaſt, he told your Lordſhips plainly he knew 
nothing, 


The laſt witneſs of the three was called only to 
prove the preſent average price of a prime ſlave in 
the Iſland of Jamaica; and he was not aſked a 
ſingle queſtion about the import. 


My Lords, I was very much aſtoniſhed at this 
ſort of evidence. One witneſs proved, that the 
proportion of Windward ſlaves, purchaſed by 
him was next to nothing}; and a ſecond, could 

give 
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give your Lordſhips no information at all upon 


the ſubject of the import. And the third was 


not called to that point. I very much ſuſpect- 
ed ſome myſtery lay at the bottom of this. My 


Lords, the myſtery was ſoon cleared up, when 


. the Log-books were exhibited. For by them it 


appears, that the ſlaves from the Windward Coaſt, 


in general, are not carried to Jamaica, but to 


other Iſlands. And one of the Slave-Captains, 
when he ſpoke of the preference given to the 
Windward Coaſt ſlaves, excepted the Iſland of 
Jamaica ; where, he ſaid, the ſlaves from Bonney 
are preferred. My Lords, they are ſo much pre- 
ferred, that the Jamaica planters refufe the Wind- 
ward Coaſt cargoes. They will not take ſlaves 
from the Windward, if they can procure thoſe of 


another part. The Ifland of Jamaica, therefore, 


is not at all intereſted in the event of this bill, 

fince the trade, which it will cut off, makes no part 
of the ſupply of that Iſland. And yet this Iſland 
of Jamaica, which cannot in any way be affected 


by the bill, is the only one of the Weſt India 


Iſlands that has petitioned againſt it. My Lords, 


I have a right to conclude, that the great body 
of the Weſt India Planters are not adverſe to this 


bill; and if they are not adverſe to it, it muſt be, 
becauſe they are ſenſible that their ſupply will not 


be diminiſhed by it. 
3 Then, 
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Then, my Lords, for the good town of Liver- 
pool If the proſperity of Liverpool depends upon 
the Slave-Trade, it will not be affected by this 
bill; which will leave the Slave- Trade, in its total 
amount, juſt as it found it. 


But your Lordſhips have been told, that this 
bill, profeſſing only to aboliſh the trade within 
certain limits, in effect will deſtroy the whole 
trade, by the difficulties which will be laid upon 
it. For it is pretended, that ſnips cannot trade 
even to the Leeward Coaſt, without taking in 
proviſions upon the Windward Coaſt. My Lords, 
the anſwer is very ſhort, and very plain. I ſhall 
ſtate it very briefly, for it has been well ſtated in 
detail by the Noble Secretary of State. The anſwer 
is, my Lords, firſt, that if the allegation were true, 
that proviſions muſt be taken in upon the Windward 
Coaſt, this bill forbids not, but that any ſhip may 
ſtop upon the Windward Coaſt, for the purpoſe 
of taking in proviſions. But, ſecondly, my Lords, 
the allegation, though made by witneſſes upon 
oath, is falſe—abſolutely falſe, my Lords. The 
oaths of theſe witneſſes are falſified by the depo- 
fition of the Log-Books. A ſhip's Log-Book, 
your Lordſhips know, is the authentic record of 
the 


the occurrences of her voyage, which muſt bear 


| 1 down all other evidence. And by the Log- Books 
l upon the table, or rather by an extract from the 
it Log-Books, given in by conſent by the counſel 

| on both ſides, it appears, that out of one hundred 
| ſhips, which ſailed from the port of Liverpool to 
4 the Leeward Coaſt, in the years 1791, and 1797, 
| j one ſhip only—yes my Lords—one ſhip only, out 
of one hundred, took in provifions upon the 
4 Windward Coaſt. . | 
{4 So much fof that part of the caſe, 

i Again, it is pretended, that the bill prohibits 
5 the trade, in that part where it may be pro- 
: 1 ſecuted with the greateſt advantage. That the 
| ] time of the voyage from the Windward Coaſt to 
4 the weſt is ſhorter, in a very great proportion, 
; | than the time of the paſſage from the Leeward 
1 Coaſt: and that in conſequence of the brevity of 
\| the voyage, the mortality is leſs, and the ſlaves 
9 arrive in better health. This, my Lords, would 
1 be a conſideration of great importance, were 
| 1 it true. But it is all pretence and fiction. 
1 My Lords, in expoſing the falſchood, I ſhall 


not avail myſelf in argument of the vile decep- 
tion, which theſe witneſſes upon oath audaciouſly 
attempted 
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attempted to practiſe upon this Houſe, by ſmug- 

gling the time of the tedious delay upon the 

Windward Coaſt to collect the cargoes. The 
| cargoes are not collected but in à long time 
upon the Windward ; upon the Leeward Coaſt, they 
are completed preſently... And when the time of 
detention upon the coaſt is added to the time of 
the Middle Paſſage, the voyage from the Wind- 
ward turns out to be the longeſt of the two. And 
if the quickeſt voyages are the moſt healthy, 
the voyages from the Leeward, as the Noble Se- 
cretary of State moſt juſtly argued, ought to be 
the healthieſt. But, my Lords, I wave this; I 
will take the comparative length of the voyage 
(I mean the length in time) as they themſelves 
have ſtated it. And I will ſhew your Lordſhips, 
that this pretended healthineſs of the paſſage 
from the Windward Coaſt is all a fallacy. My 
Lords, 1 afſert——confidently and hardily I make 
the aſſertion, and I challenge confutation let 
any one, who pretends to an underſtanding of the 
calculations, upon which I am about to enter, 
confute me if he can I do aſſert, my Lords, 


that the very healthieſt of their ſhips are nothing 
better than PESITLENTIAL JAILS! I affert, 
that in the healthieſt of their ſhips, upon their 
ſhorteſt paſſages, the rate of mortality is enormous 

| The 


The waſte of human life, prodigious, moriſtrous, 
ſhocking to the imagination! This, my Lords, 

I aſſert; and I will ea * „ 20 their 
own 93 An 


*% 


ny waits; Mr. Robert Heme made: ſeveral 
voyages from different parts of the coaſt of 
Africa to the Weſt Thdies. And he has given 
his account upon his oath, of the time of each 
voyage, the total of his cargo, and the number 
of the deaths in each. 

My 3 in the year 1792, Mr. Robert 
Hume made a voyage from the Windward Coaſt to 
Jamaica. He made it in 33 days. He ſhipped 
upon the coaſt of Africa 265 ſlaves, and 23 died 
in the Middle Paſſage. 23, my Lords, out of 
265, in 33 days; 33 days are, as nearly as may 
be, Ieh of a year; and eleven times 23 is 253. 
And this would have been his loſs by death, had 
the paſſage laſted a whole year. 253 out of 265. 
The man would have loſt within a very few of his 
whole PR 


Now, hy Lords, your Lordſhips know, that 
the importation of ſlaves above the age of 25 is 
prohibited, in the Weſt Indies, by the Colonial 

| 1 
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Laws. I muſt therefore aſſume, that this cargo of 
Mr. Robert Hume's, and other cargoes, which 
I ſhall have occaſion to mention, was compoſed 
of perſons not above the age of 25 years. My 
Lords, in this town of London, the rate of mor- 
tality, by the moſt approved tables which all 
calculators uſe, at the age of 25, is not more than 
17 in 1000 in the year. Out of 1000 perſons 
living, of the age of 25, 17 and no more die in 
the town of London in a year. In Mr. Hume's 
ſhip 253, my Lords, out of 265*. 


My Lords, in the year 1795, Mr. Robert 
Hume made a voyage from the Gold Coaſt to 
St. Vincent's. The mortality was nothing like 
that of the former voyage. And this is one cu- 
rious inſtance, in confirmation of what was argued 
by the noble Secretary of State, that, when the 
depoſitions of theſe gentlemen are properly cor- 
rected, by ſupplying material circumſtances 
which they, witneſſes upon oath, concealed, the 
voyages from the Leeward Coaſt turn out to be 
the healthieſt, So it was, my Lords, upon the 


Which would be 955 out of 1000. The mortality there- 
fore of this ſhip was to the mortality of London as 955 to 75 
that is, rather more than as 56 to 1. 


com. 


. 16 ] 

| _ compariſon of theſe two voyages: of Mr. Hume; 

his voyage to Jamaica in 1792, and this voyage to 

St. Vincent's in 1795. The latter, though from 

| the Leeward Coaſt, was far. the healthieſt. And 
; yet, even in this healthier voyage, the rate of 
mortality was enormous. The cargo confiſted of 
215 ſlaves; the veſſel was ” weeks and 4 days in 
her paſſage ; and the deaths in that time, Mr. 
Hume ſaid, were 3 or 4. 3 or 4 died, out of 215, 
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1 in 7 weeks and 4 days. 7 weeks and 4 days make 
} about 5 of the whole year; and 7 times 3 or 4 
1 is 21 or 28. The mean, in round numbers, is 24. 
þ | ih 24 therefore would have died out of the 215, if the 
= ſhip had been the whole year upon the Middle 
bp: 1 Paſſage. 24 therefore out of 215* was the rate 
1 of mortality in this ſhip; the rate at London, for 
| 5 * ** the like age, TY "_ 17 in IO000., 
if | hs the year pogo Mr. Hume made a voyage 
1 | view Cape Mount to Jamaica, in 31 days. His 
| | | whole cargo was 230, of which 1 only died in 
| the Middle Paſſage. 1 out of 230 in 31 days. 
10 Again, my Lords, an enormous rate of morta- 
j 1 out of 21 5 is at the rate of 111 out of 1000. Therefore 
| 1 the mortality of this ſhip was to that of London (at the aſ- 
| h 1 ſumed age of 25) as 111 to 17, or · as 64 to 1 nearly. 
1 1 ORR | | lity. 
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ality. Take the 31 days as a month. Then 12 
out of 230 in the year, was the rate of mortality 
in this ſhip, inſtead of 17 out of 1000, the Lon- 
; don rate.. i ws 


3 thall trouble your Lordſhips but with one 
inſtance more, and that ſhall be the inſtance of 
the ſhip Plumper of Liverpool. Your Lord- 
ſhips are already well acquainted with the ſtory of 
the Plumper. Your Lordſhips will recollect—— 
it is in evidence that there is a great peculiarity 
in the negro conſtitution ; that it is particularly 
conducive to the health of the negro to be cloſe 
ſhut up in foul air. This is death to us white 
men, as we know by the experiment of the 
Black Hole, and other tragical inſtances. But 
for your negro, it is the reverſe. Keep him but 
hot enough, he will always do well; and the 
better, the more you try to ſtifle him. Now, my 
Lords, the good ſhip Plumper was built upon 
this. very principle. And the extraordinary 
healthineſs of. her voyage was alledged as a fact, 
to evince the folly. of the regulations, we have 


3 * 12 out of 230 is at the rate of 82 nearly out of 1000. 
Therefore the mortality of this ſhip was to that of London as 
to 17, that is rather more than 3 to 1. 
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. to prevent the negro from being poiloned 
in the Middle Paſſage, as we idly fear, in the 
ſteams of his own perſon. In the Plumper, care 
was taken, that the ſlaves ſhould have no room to 
ſtir, or breath. She was a ſingle decked ſhip. 
And the height in the hold was no more than two 
feet ſeven inches. In this veſſel 140 ſlaves were 
ſtowed. And of thelt there died in the e paſſage 


only two. Two out of ow 


F 


"The time of the paſſage i is not ſtated in Me. 
Coxe s account.* But it appears that the veffel 
was ſmall, I think not exceeding 84 tons bür- 
then. But I am fure under 90 ton. Theſe fmall 
veſſels, your Lordſhips know, are not employed in 
the Leeward Coaſt Trade. They are ſent only to 
the Windward Coaſt, I have a tight, therefore, 
to aſſume, that this ſmall veſſel flav'd upon the 


Windward Coaſt. And I ſhall deal very fairly by 


her, if I allow for the time of her Middle Paſſage, 


what has been ſtated by the witneſſes to be the 


average time' of the Middle Paſſage from the 


Windward Coaſt to the Weſt Indies. 


* This is a paper given in at the bar, pint the evidence 
for the petitions againſt the Slave-Carrying Bill, and is to 
be found in the printed minutes of that evidence. 85 


+ Eighty- four was the tonnage. 
4 b | N ow, 
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Now, my Lords, one of the witneſſes, Mr. John 


Olderman, an experienced flave- captain, has 
told you, that the paſſage from the Iſle de Los 


to Barbadoes, is made in 21 or 18 days. From 


the river Gambiato Barbadoes, in 15 days. But the 


average of the paſſage from the Wind ward Coaſt 
to the Weſt Indies, he ſtates at 3o days. Allow- 
ing therefore this average time, 30 days, to the ſhip 
Plumper, for her Middle Paſſage, it was in 30 
days that two of her ſlaves died out of 140. Two 
in 30 days, or one month, is 24 in the whole year.— 
Twenty-four therefore, out of 140 in the year, was 
the rate of mortality in this ſhip, inſtead of 17 out 
of rooo, the London rate.“ Part of this exceſ- 
five mortality is, I doubt not, to be aſcribed to 


the proviſion that was made, in the conſtruction 


of the veſſel, to ſecure to the negroes the full advan- 
tage of the want of air. But upon this circumſtance 
1 lay no ſtreſs—I maintain, that when the rate of 
mortality is examined-upon true principles, it is 
ſo enormous, in the very beſt of their veſſels, that 
when we talk of a healthy ſlave-ſhip, we talk of 


55 Twenty-four out of 140 is rather more than 171 out of 


1000. The mortality of this ſhip, therefore, was to that of 
London as 171 to 17, that is more than as 10 to 1, 
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a nonentity. There is no ſuch thing. And no 
certain proportion can be found between the com- 
parative healthineſs of one voyage and another. 
But making the beſt compariſon we can, and 
taking into the account the numbers that die 
in the Windward trade, before they quit the coaſt, 
the reſult would be in favour of the Leeward. 

. 

My Lords with reſpect to * reduction that 
has taken place in the export from the Windward 
Coaſt, the witneſſes pronounce, that the war is the 
cauſe of it. And they ſay, that ſome time or 
other, though in what future year of our Lord 
they cannot tell, a peace will come. And when 
the peace comes, the trade upon the Windward 
Coaſt, if this bill ſhould not paſs into a law, will 
revive.” My Lords, I ſay, that at beſt this is but 
prophecy. And we have had abundant experience, 
that when theſe gentlemen pretend to prophecy, 
their predictions are generally falſified by the 
event. But, I ſay, that without any revival of 
the trade upon the Windward, which I hope 

and truſt will never be, we have the higheſt rea- 

| ſon to believe, that the deficit, apprehended from 
the prohibitions of this bill, will be more than 
made up by the growth of the trade on the re- 
maining part of the coaſt. Now, my Lords, 
ſince 


t * 3 

ſince the diminution of the trade upon the whole, 
by the operation of this bill, will be nothing. 
ſince neither the intereſts of the Slave. Trade itſelf, 
nor the ſupply of the Weſt India Iſlands nor 
the trade of Liverpool, can poſſibly be affected 
by this no-diminution; ſinee the inconveniences, 
apprehended from the propoſed limitation, by 
reaſon of the neceſſity of touehing at the Wind- 
ward © Coaft for proviſions—ſince the greater 
length of the Middle-paſſage from the Leeward 
Coaſt the greater unhealthineſs of the voyage 
ſince all this is mere pretence, falſehood, fiction, 
and deluſion; I aſk your Lordſnips, whether the 
objects of the Sierra Leone Company are not * 
5 in ſome Tn” merit be attention. 


3 
1780 


4 
e 7 


The wund abje@t 0 of the Sierra wales On 
is to eſtabliſh ; a fair, friendly cominerce, with the. 
Africans; and, by that means, to ſpread the light 
of knowledge, divine and human, in that country, 
and gradually to forward its civilization. That 
theſe objects cannot be obtained, while the Slave- 
Trade is carried on, in the neighbourhood of the 
colony, i is manifeſt. By exeluding the-Slave-Trade 
from that neighbourhood, the trade itſelf will 
fuffer nothing, the benevolent” deſigns of the 
sierm Leone Company will be forwarded: Much 

Cc 3 pains 
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pains have been uſed, my Lords, to make this 


colony contemptible, from the low ſtate of their 


finances, the narrow extent of their trade, and 
the little progreſs, they have hitherto made, in 
their great project of inſtructing and civilizing 
Africa. But, my Lords, when J conſider the dif- 
ficulties the Sierra Leone Colony has had to ſtrug- 
gle with, my wonder is; not that it is not more 
flouriſhing; but that it exiſts at this moment: 
not that its progreſs is fo ſmall, but that it ſnould 


be any thing. All infant colonies have difficul- 


ies But the difficulties of this colony have been 
the firſt year, ſwept off ſo many of the firſt ſettlers. 
The deſtruction: and pillage of their toun by the 
French. But moſt of all, my Lords, the unto- 
ward materials they had to work upon, in the for- 
were the blacks from Nova Scotia. Theſe were a 


ſet of people of the very worſt diſpoſitians; averſe 


to labour; debauched; refractory ; untractable. 
My Lords, it is no ſmall argument of the good 
effects that may be expected from this colony, 
chat theſe are now, by the good management of 
the Company, quite an altered race; ſober, induſ- 
trious, orderly. But, my Lords, we have ſtill a ſtron- 


5 . of what this W may do, in the 
change 


E B44 
hange for the better, which, in ſome fmall de- 
gree, has taken place in the manners of the Slave- 
Traders in their neighbourhood. My Lords, -it 


I eaſy to underſtand, that your Slave-Trader muſt 


be an animal more difficult to tame than the mere 
ſavage. The Slave-Trader is ſomething very dif- 
ferent from the ſavage man. He is the man bar- 
barized. Not untaught like the ſavage ; but ac- 
quainted with civil life, and with powers of intel- 


lect conſiderably improved, he uſes his improved 


intelle& only to be the ſlave of his avarice, and to 
averpower. all thoſe generous ſympathies of our 
nature, which might be obſtacles to its purſuits, 
He has eradicated, in his own boſom, all the 
virtuous feelings of the ſavage. He has imbibed 
all that is evil in the policy of civil life. Yet 
the Sierra Leone Company has ſucceeded in ſome- 
what ſoftening. the loathſome aſperity of the 
manners of theſe barbarians. 
| But, my. Lords, there remains one pie 
argument brought againſt the bill, of which I have 
not yet taken notice. However inconſiderable the 
number of the ſlaves may be, of which it will deprive 
the trade; it is ſaid, the bill will deprive it of its beſt” 
Daves. And in this reſpect the loſs, however it 


may be made up in Point of number, in value 
a CY: cannot 
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cannot be compenſated by the ſupply from de | 
parts. For, with the exception of ſome taken 
from the Gold Coaſt, the ſlaves procured upon 
the Windward Coaſt, the witneſſes ſay, are the 
very beſt of all. And why are they the beſt, my 
Lords? They are the beſt, not only becauſe they 
are the healthieſt and the ſtrongeſt, but becauſe 
they are the fitteſt for field labour, they are the 
moſt tractable, docile, and ſubmiſſive. They are 
eaſily trained to many parts of the buſinefs of a 
ſhip, They eaſily learn the uſe of ſmall arms, and 
to work the great guns with ſo much dexterity, 
that two of the ſlave captains have told your 
Lordſhips, they have fought” their ſhips with 
cargoes of theſe ſlaves. "One of the two, in 
1796, commander of the Jemmy, of Liverpool, | 
with only eight white men aboard, but with 
219 ſlaves from Cape Mount, engaged 4 French 
privateer, and beat her off. The other, in 1779, 
his ſhip's company being 42 whites, with 150 
Windward Coaſt ſlaves in arms, chaſed a large 
French privateer into Aux Cayes, in St. Domin- 
go. when another ſhip of the enemy, of equal 
force, lay a few miles to leeward. My Lords, 
while theſe Africans were upon military duty, 
they were permitted to aſſume the appear- 


ance of men, and of ſoldiers, T hey were armed, 
; and 


TRE 
und dreſſed like the other men. What b 
of them, my Lords, when the ſervice was per- 
formed? My Lords, they were diveſted of the 
arms which they had ſo bravely uſed, in the de- 
| fence of the ſhips of this country againſt the king's 
enemies — They were diveſted of their eloath- 
ing They were ſtriped ſtark naked, my Lords, 
theſe men Ho had ſaved our veſſels from the ene- 
my they were expoſed to ſale, naked ſlaves, in 
the ſlave- markets of the Weſt Indies! My Lords, 
what were your feelings, when this ſhameful tale 
was told —1 will tell your Lordſhips, what My 
feelings were What they are at this moment. I 
would rather liave been one of the Africans, which 
were ſo ſold; than either of the Britiſh Slave-Cap- 
tains (1 lament, my Lords, that I muſt” tall 
them Britons * who _ er valiant comrades in 
arms. . 
—_ my Lords, the circurnſtanice, to which I 
would principally direct your attention, is this. 
"This firneſs for field. labour, this tractability, this 
| docility of diſpoſition, theſe where-ever they are 
found, are certain marks of at leaſt incipient 
civilization. And the Windward Coaſt flaves 
in whom theſe marks of i incipient civizilation, by 
dhe teſtimony of theſe witneſſes appear, are, for 
that 
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that ben the very perſons, whom the Slave- 
Trade, upon its own principles, ought to ſpare, 
My Lords, when the Slave-Trade attempts to de- 
lend itſelf, as it does, upon the ground of humanity ; 
it is upon this pretence. That the natives of 
Africa are in that ſtate of barbariſm, from which 
it is impoſſible they ſnhould ever. ſpontaneouſly 
emerge. They pretend therefore, that it. is charity 
to theſe people, to tear them from their native ſ 
and tranſport them to aha Heſperides of the 
wil, yet be ſomething, better, in, ſome ſmall de- 
Bree nearer to that of civil life, than it ever 
_ £quld be, if they remained in their own country. 
My; Lords, if the aſſumption were true, I know 
mot that che concluſion would be quit. My Lords, 
# learned counſel at the bar took upon him to 
argue the policy of public meaſures. He took 
upon him to inſtruct your Lordſhips in your 
Jegillative Jury... He admaniſhed your Lordſhips, 
To, beware, bow you. wauld attempt to alter by 
force, the moral and political flate of man. My 
Lords, L agree. with the learned counſel in the 
general maxim. The, moral and political ſtate of 
man is ordered by Providence ; and any. attempt 
of man forcib] y. to alter and amend it, is a pre- 
5 interference in a matter that be- 


longs 


4 


. to Providence. But, my Lords, upon the 
Slave-Trade 1. charge the guilt of that pre- 
ſumption. f If the natives of Africa are in that 
abject ſtate of barbariſm, which the ſlave- mer- 


chants alledge, 1 ſay that Providence has, placed 


them in it. And what has the Slave- Trade to do 
with cis erer Meer the preſent 
— eie Oats Joins ch is 
preſent lot ſo. low, will, in his own good time, 
without the interference of the Slave-Trade, raiſe 


them to the full ſtate and dignity of man. Let aa 


Slave-Trade leave the work to him. It is 

en e e, e ty MAG LI 
up were better than it is, as applied to Africa in 
general; their argument fails them on the Wind- 
ward Coaſt. The ſlaves, procured there are not 
in the ſtate of hopeleſs barbariſm they deſcribe. 
By their own ſhewing, among theſe people, the 
work of civilization is begun. And think, my 
Lords, how far, over what a length of country, 
this incipient. civilization muſt extend. The 


ſlaves, procured upon this Windward Coaſt, are 


not the natives of the coaſt itſelf. They, are 
brought down from remote parts of the i interior 
country. The witneſſes have told your Lord- 


r that theſe people reckon their time by 


moons, 
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"moons, and deſcribe the time that they are tra- 
velling to the coaſt, as 5, 6, 7, and ſometimes 8 
moons. And the witneſſes gueſs, that their rate 
of travelling may be 15 miles per day. I will take 


6 moons as the time of the journey, and T will 
ſuppoſe they travel only 12 miles per day. 12 miles 
per day, for 6' months together, makes 4 journey 
of 2124 Britiſh miles. And ſo many Britiſh miles, 
Upon the parallel "of the middle latitude” of the 


Windward Coaft, make 31% of longitude ; and 312 
| of longitude, eaſtward from the middle of the Wind- 


ward Coaft, carry us into the very heart of Africa, 


im the broadeſt part. And throughout this long 
tract of country, the natives, by the evidence of 


the witneſſes themſelves, bear the marks of in- 
cipient civilization. But, my Lords, by the re- 
lation ee Park, on which 1 rely more chan 
vn the united teſtimony of all theſe witneſſes, 
through the whole extent of this country, civi- 
Nation is much more chan incipient. Through 
this very country the Hne of Mr. Park's journey 
Hy. And, my Lords, yo cannot travel half a 
day with Mr. Park, in' the whole rout from Piſa- 
nia to the very extremity of that line, but you 


Find all the way the pleafing veſtiges of a civi- 


lation, that has already made ſome progreſs, 


and is heightening every ſtep you go the farther 
: 7 you 
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you get in- land from the N that is, the far- 
ther you recede from the ſtage, on which the 
Sine: Lads perpetrates its horrors. 


My Lords, Mr. Park not RNs ſpeaks in ge- 
neral terms of the growing civilization of theſe 
people; but he mentions many particulars, from 
which your Lordſhips may form your own judge- 

ment. My Lords, he thus deſcribes the dreſs 
of the Mandingoes. © Both ſexes dreſs in cot- 
ton cloth of their own manufacture. The men 
wear a looſe frock with drawers half-way down 
the leg—ſandals on their feet—white cotton caps 
on their heads. The women, a petticoat of the 
ſame material, with a ſort of mantle caſt over the 
ſhoulders.” My Lords, is this the dreſs of ſas 
vages? Is there not evidently a degree of ele- 

gance and neatneſs in it? 


Speaking of their manners, he ſays © they are in- 
duſtrious in agriculture and -paſturage. They 
manufacture cotton cloths, and coloured leathers. - 
They ſmelt iron They ſmelt gold They draw 
gold wire, of which they form various orna- 
ments.” My Lords, are theſe the e 
of barbarians? 

My 
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My Lords, they are not deſtitute of moral prin- 
ciple. The firſt leſſon, ſays Mr. Parke, a Man- 
dingo woman teaches her child, is the practice of 
truth. The lamentation of a miſerable mother 


over her ſon, murthered by a Mooriſh banditti, 


was, that in the courſe of his blameleſs life, 
0 her boy had never told a lie, no never.” | 


Towards ſtrangers, he ſays, they are of a mild 


and obliging diſpoſition. Having mentioned 


their habit of pilfering (which although a mark 
of imperfect civilization, your Lordſhips are too 
well read in hiſtory not to know is no mark of 


barbariſm) he adds, ©& to counterbalance this de- 


pravity in their nation, it is impoſſible for me to 
forget the diſintereſted charity and tender ſolici- 
tude, with which theſe poor heathen ſympathized 
with me in my ſufferings, relieved my diſtreſſes, 
and contributed to my ſafety'———In ſo free and 
kind a manner (ſpeaking of the women in parti- 
cular)-—- My Lords, there is nothing in this to 
provoke the laugh of levity. Mr. Park's is a 
ſimple, but a ſerious, ſober narrative—the free- 
dom of which he ſpeaks, was not the freedom of 


' wantonneſs—as thoſe who laugh muſt be ſup- 


poſed to underſtand it—In ſo free and kind a 
manner 


E 

manner did they, the women, contribute to my 
relief, that if I was dry, I drank the ſweeteſt 
draught; if hungry, I ate the coarſeſt morſel, 
with a double reliſh.” Then, my Lords, of their 
domeſtic attachments and affections among them- 
felvts, he gives many ſtriking inſtances, Tour 
Lordfhips, I am ſure, muſt recolle& the affecting 


ſtory of the return of the blackſmith of Kaſſon 
to his native village. (By the way, my Lords, 1 
muſt aſk, is this a character of ſavage manners 


that a young man goes from his home to a diſtant 
country, to find profitable employment in a 
trade?) But the ſtory of the return, my Lords, 
after an abſence of ſome years ! His brother meets 
him on the road, and brings out a finging 
man to fing him into the village. He brings 


a horſe to mount him upon, that he may enter 


the town in a reſpectable manner. At the en- 
trance of the village, his arrival is welcomed by à 
concourſe of the people. His mother, blind with 
age, ſupporting her tottering ſteps upon her ſtaff, 
is led out to meet him. The crowd reſpectfully 
make way for her. She ſhews the ſtrongeſt emo- 
tions of joy and maternal affection, when ſhe is 
fatisfied, by feeling his perſon with her hands, that 
he is inderd her very ſon. Mr. Park concludes 
the inteteſting narrative with this remark, that 


* from this interview he was fully convinced, that 
whatever 
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I have been ſpeaking, not more than th part of 


whatever difference there is, between the Negro 


and European, in the formation of the noſe, and. 
the colour of the ſkin, there is none in the genuine 


ſympathies and characteriſtic feeling of our com- 


mon nature.” Theſe, my Lords, are the people 


which the Slave-Trade, in defiance of its own 


principles, makes its victims on the Windward 


Coaſt; becauſe, ' forſooth, they are the beſt of 
laves ! Their civilization is already in its pro- 
greſs, and needs not the afſiſtance of the Slave- 


f une 


My Lords, hall Ibe told, « Imagine what civi- 
lity you pleaſe, ſlavery is the birth-right of the 


African? And we remove him only from ſlavery 


in one place to ſlavery in another ??—My Lords, 
ſlavery is a word of very large indefinite meaning, 
comprehending a variety of conditions, in fact 
very different from one another, under. a com- 
mon name. My Lords, I believe it really is the 
caſe——the thing is ſo repreſented by two travel- 
lers of great credit; by Mr. Watt, who not long 


 fince made his way from Sierra Leone into the 7 


Foolah Country; and Juſt now by Mr. Park, 
who has penetrated much farther I admit that 
it is the caſe, that in that part of Africa, of which 


the 


© a4 


the inhabitants are of free condition; the other | 
Z are ſlaves. But, my Lords, of what ſort is the 
African ſlavery, in Africa? My Lords, it ſeems 
at this moment perfectly analogous to the Slavery 
of the Heroic and the Patriarchal ages. When 
the ſlave and the free- born lived ſo much upon a 
footing, that you could hardly diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other. When the Princeſs Nauſicaa 
took a part in the labour of her female ſlaves; and 
the ſlave girls, when the common taſk was finiſh- 
ed, were the play mates of the princeſs, When 
Abraham's confidential ſlave, ſent to chooſe a 
wife for his maſter's eldeſt ſon, found the lady 
deſigned by Providence to be joined in marriage 
to ſo great a man as Iſaac, in the laborious office 
of drawing water for her father's cattle. And the 
ſlave of Abraham, that came upon this happy 
errand, was received by the parents of the bride, 
with all the reſpect and hoſpitality, with which 
they could have received his maſter. My Lords, 
the indigenous ſlavery of Africa is of this kind. 


The witneſſes have told you, that perſons not 


well acquainted with the country, would miſtake 
the domeſtic ſlaves for free-perſons. There is no 
external diſtinction. They are drefſed alike.— 
They are fed alike. They are lodged alike. —And 
they are all employed alike The flave is not 

D . treated 
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treated with rigour, nor puniſhed | with ſeverity, 
The maſter cannot legally ſell bis domeſtic ſlave; 
unleſs for crime, and with the conſent and: ap- 
probation of the family. This is the deſcription, 
which your Lordſhips have received of the African 
 flavery, from the witneſſes examined at your bar, 
upon the preſent occaſion. It is the ſame, in 
ſubſtance, as was given ſome years ſince by dif- 
ferent perſons examined before the Houſe of 
Commons. And it is confirmed by the relations 
of Mr. Watt and Mr. Park. My Lords, it is 
abſurd to compare this ſort of ſlavery, with 
be to which the Slave-Trade conſigns the Afri- 

No two things can be more unlike. T 70 
age in * * the name. 


17 Lords, I have FIR 5, much . than 
1 thought to do upon the indulgence of the Houſe. 
And I could .wiſh to abſtain entirely, as I at firſt 
_ propoſed, from every thing relating to the ſubject 
of general abolition, without any immediate bear- 
ing upon the particular queſtion of this bill. But, 
my Lords, an argument was ſet up at the bar, 
and applied to the preſent bill, though, in my 
judgement, it more belonged to the general queſ- 
tion, of ſuch a ſort, that it might not become 


ft 
the Holy Robe a were 1h pas une 
noticed. | 25 11 


Its Like the learned count! hs a to 
the ſumming up of the learned Counſel for the 
Sierra Leone Company, ſaid, that if the Slave- 
Trade were the wicked finful thing, which thoſe, 
who would aboliſh it, conceive it to be; it is 
very ſtrange, there ſhould be no prohibition, 
no reprobation of ſlavery in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, either of the Old or New Teſtament: 
The learned Counſel evidently wiſhed your 
Lordſhips to conclude, that the Slave-Trade 
is, at leaſt, not condemned, if not ſanctioned by 
religion, My Lords, that learned Counſel has 
ſtudied his law-books with more critical accuracy 
than his Bible, or he never would have been the 
great and able lawyer that he is. He would have 
been no better lawyer, than he is divine ; that is 
to ſay, he would have been a very bad one. 


My Lords, the ſentiments of a Right Reverend 
Prelate have been cited in this night's debate, 
while he lived a dear and valuable friend of mine,* 
as if they, in ſome degree, had coincided with thoſe 


br. Samuel Hallifax, Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, after 
wards of St. Aſaph. | 
D 2 of 


. 

of tho learned Counſel upon the ſubject. True 
it is, that about the time when the queſtion of 
abolition firſt began to be agitated, the Right 
Reverend Prelate let fall ſomething in a ſermon, 
about a danger, which he appreherided might ariſe 
from; exciting the public mind upon the ſubject 
of the Slave - Trade, while it was protected by 
te laws, and while the matter was under the ex- 
amination of the Privy Council. I confeſs, that I 
never ſaw that danger. And I am confident, were 
the Right Reverend Prelate among us now, his 
ſentiments upon the ſcriptural part of the argu- 
ment, would not be very. different from mine. Be 
dat as it may, I am confident, that in what I am 
about to deliver upon that ſubject, I ſhall have 
the concurrence of * ee n e Brethren 


* 


M* ln! I 30 dee akin; that there is no 
prohibition of ſlavery in the Bible, in explicit 
terms; ſuch as theſe would be, Thou ſhalt not 
have a ſlave:” or, * Thou ſhalt not hold any one 
in ſlavery.” There is no explicit reprobation of 
ſlavery, by name. My Lords, if I were to ſay, 
that there was no occaſion for any ſuch prohibi- 
tion, or reprobation, becauſe ſlavery is condemned 
by ſomething anterior, either to the Chriſtian os 

the 


( #1 | 
the Moſaic Diſpenſation, I could ſupport the aſſer- 
tion by grave authorities. Not the authorities of the 
new faſhioned advocates of the Rights of Men 
not ſuch authorities as Vattel, or Tom Payne. My 
Lords, what is the definition of ſlavery in the Impe- 

rial Inſtitutes? “ Servitus eſt conſtitutio Juris Gen- 
tium, qui quis dominio alieno Cox rA Natura 

ſubjicitur.“ And they are called ſlaves, Servi, be- 
cauſe commanders were accuſtomed to ſell pri- 
ſoners of war, and to fave, /ervare, thoſe, wo 
otherwiſe would have been ſlain. And what is 
the comment of Vinius upon theſe paragraphs. 
That among Chriſtians this inſtitution of the Law 
of Nations is not in uſe, becauſe «© The law of 
* charity has taught Chriſtians, that eaptives 
* are not to become the ſlaves of the captors ; 
« that they ought not to be ſold ; ought not to be 
« compelled to hard labour, nor to ſubmit to 
* many other things in the ſervile condition.” 


But, my Lords, in truth it would be very ex- 
traordinary, if the Bible contained any fuch pro- 
hibition, or reprobation, of ſlavery in terms, as the 
learned Counſel ſeems to have ſearched for in it, 
and has ſearched for in vain. My Lords, the Chriſ- 
tian religion is an inſtitution not adapted to any | 
particular nation, to any one age, or to any parti- | 
| cular — = 
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_ cular "OG of government. 11 is 1 for all 


nations, for all ages, for all forms of government, 
without exception. It therefore enjoins nothing. 
and prohibits nothing, but what is univerſally 


_ practicable, or univerſally omiſſible. Now, my 


Lords, ſlavery, though certainly contrary to the 


nature of man in its perfection, yet is one of 


thoſe things, which, in/ the preſent depraved ſtate 
of human nature, will in point of fact; ſlavery, 
though not in its worſt forms, but in ſome form 
or another, will, in fact, always exiſt among the 
ſons of men. It will perhaps always be a part, 
though a bad part, of the actual condition of the 


human race. Now, my Lords, the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, and revealed religion generally, is very 
cautious, how it diſturbs the peace of the world 


by ſudden» and violent emendations of the poli- 


tical and moral ſtate of man. It gives out ge- 
neral principles, which will work an amendment 
by degrees, and truſts for the eradication of moral 
evil, to the ſlow and ſilent operation of thoſe 
general principles. But, my Lords, if you 
will conclude, that whatever is not expreſsly 
prohibited, or reprobated, in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, is ſanctioned by them; the inference 
will be extravagant-and dangerous. My Lords, 
the Sacred . records, without any ex- 

preſſion 


FS 

preſſion of diſapprobation, the ſeverities exerciſed 
by King David upon the vanquiſhed Ammonites; 
_ when he put them under axes, and ſaws of iron, 
and harrows of iron, and made them paſs through 
the brick-kilns, Would your Lordſhips allow it 
to be a juſt inference, that religion ſanctions gene- 
rally ſuch treatment of conquered enemies? 
7 Becauſe the chriſtian religion poſitively enjoins, 
as it does enjoin moſt poſitively, the ſubmiſſion, 
of the invidual to the exiſting government, be it 
what it may, or in what hands it. may; would 
your Lordſhips infer, that the Chriſtian religion 
gives its ſanction to the injuſtice and oppreſſions 
of Nero and Caligula? Yet, my Lords, to all this 
the argument goes; if from the no-condemnation 
ofany thing in Holy Writ, we are to conclude the 
approbation of it, and, by conſequence, the in- 
: noceney of the Practice. | | 


But, my 1 in truth, 1 may wave all this. 
I might concede, if the thing were true, with- 
out prejudice to the cauſe of abolition, that reli- 


gion even approves the condition of ſlavery. My 


Lords, the queſtion of abolition has nothing to 


do with the queſtion, whether the condition of 


ls be "_ or forbidden by religion ? 
Whether 
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Whether it be conſiſtent, with natural Juſtice; or 

contrary-to it. Upon the queſtion 'of len, 
thoſe who take contrary ſides, are not at iſſue 
about the right or wrong of the condition of 
flavery. But we are at iſſue about the right Or 
the wrong of certain modes, or means, that are 
uſed of reducing men to that condition. Are the 
means, which the Slave-Trade employs for that 
purpoſe, right or wrong? Now, my Lords, I 
do affirm, that although the Learned Counſel 
ERnew not where to find it, poſitively I affirm, 
that the New Teſtament contains an expreſs re- 
probation in terms, an expreſs prohibition of the 
Slave- Trade by name, as ſinful in a very high 


' 


The Apoſtle St. e my Lande in the firſt 
of his epiſtles to St. Timothy My Lords, the 
Bible is to be treated in this Houſe with reverence. 
If I find occaſion 1 in argument, upon a ſubject, 
like the preſent to quote particular texts, any 
noble Lord who may think proper to receive 
ſuch quotations with a laugh, muſt expect, that 
I call him to order. I was faying, my Lords, 
that St. Paul, in the firſt of his epiftles to St. 
Timothy, having ſpoken of perſons that were 
« lawleſs and diſobedient, ungodly, ſinners, un- 
holy 


2 41 2 Þ 
bidy nd este W 0 


tinguiſh the ſeveral characters and deſcriptions: 
of men, to which he applies thoſe very general 
epithets. And they are theſe, & murtherers of 


« fathers, murtherers of mothers, man flayers, 
* they that defile themſelves with mankind, 


b MEN+STEALERS.” Man-ſtcaling, your Lordſhips - 


ſee, is placed by the apoſtle in the ſcale of crime, 
next after parricide, homicide, and ſodomy. Now 
what is man-ſtealing, my Lords? Is it not kid- 
napping and panyaring? Your Lordſhips then 
cannot doubt, that this text condemns and pro- 
hibits the Slave- Trade, in one at leaſt of its moſt 


productive modes. But, my Lords, I go farther. 


IT maintain that this text, rightly interpreted, 
condemns and prohibits the Slave-Trade gene- 


rally, in all its modes. It ranks the Slave-Trade 


in the deſcending ſcale of crime, next after ory 
| FO homicide, 1 * 
The original word, for which the Engliſh 
Bible gives, © men-ſtcalers, ” is avipanrodign, 
Our tranſlators have taken the word in the re- 
ſtricted ſenſe, which it bears in the Attic Law. 
In which the diy avdparodiops was a criminal 
proſecution for the ſpecific crime of kidnapping, 
the penalty of which was death. But your 
E Lordſhips 
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Lerdthips know, that the phuisbleg of the 
Holy Scriptures, eſpecially in the preceptive 


part, is a popular phraſeology. And my Noble 
and Learned Friend, oppoſite to me, very well 
knows, that avdpareodigns, in its popular ſenſe, is 


a perſon who © deals in men,” literally, a sLAvx- 
TRADER. That is the Engliſh word, literally and 


exactly correſponding to the Greek“ . That 
Noble and Learned Lord knows very well, that 


the Greek word is ſo explained by the learned 


grammarian Euſtathius, and by other gramma- 
nes of the * W 1 pd it there 


* « Who will ts be etate” ſlaves,” fays Poverty to 


| L in the Plutus (act 2. ſc. 5.) © when the other will 


have money in plenty as well as you? Some merchant, re- 
plies Chremulus, defirous of gain, coming from Theſſaly, 
Taps wcirur dpa rob, where SLAVE-TRADERS are moſt 
numerous. See the Scholiaſt on = paſſage. 


Much has been ſaid in defence of the Slave-Trade * the 
example of antiquity. The fact however is, that the perſons 
who carried it on were univerſally infamous. For àr hre, 
4 a ſlave trader,” in the Greek language, was an appellation of 
the higheſt infamy and reproach. You could not call a man 


a worſe name. Vid. Scholiaſt Ariſtoph. Theſmoph. lin. 825. 


1 Euſtath. ad II. H. 475. 


Scheel. Ariſtoph. ad Plut. lin. 521. 


+813. = 
fore, my. Lords, once more, it cannot too often 1 
be repeated, that in this text of ſcripture; the 
Slave-Trade is condemned and prohibited by - 
name, as a thing abominable in the ſight of God, 
and wicked, in the next degree, to ſodomy. 


My Lords, the learned Counſel, with whoſe 
argument I have been dealing, cloſed his elo- 
quent oration, with an admonition to your Lord- 
ſhips, to beware, how you are perſuaded to adopt 
the viſionary projects of fanaticiſm. My Lords, I 
know not, in what direction that ſhaft was ſhot. 
And I care not. It concerns not me; proudly 
conſcious as I am, that with the higheſt reverence 
for our holy religion, with the firmeſt conviction 
of its truth, with a deep ſenſe, I truſt, of the 
importance of its doctrines and its precepts, the 
general ſhape and faſhion of my life bears nothing 
of the ſtamp of fanaticiſm. But, my Lords, 
give Me leave, in my turn, to addreſs a word of 
ſerious exhortation to your Lordſhips. Beware, 
my Lords, how you are perſuaded to bury, under 
the opprobrious name of fanaticiſm, the regard 
which you owe to the great duties of juſtice and 
mercy ; for the neglect of which, if you ſhould 
neglect them, you will be anſwerable at that 
tribunal, where no prevarication of witneſſes 
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